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* BRITISH LINE FIRM UNDER ASSAULTS;

 ALLIES GAIN SOUTH OF THE SOMME;

S, FORCES HELP SMASH ATTACKS

Ger_inan Advance Near Merville and
Locon Frustrated by Haig’s Men,
Who Deliver Counter Blows.

HANGARD RETAKEN FROM KAISER;
RHEIMS BURNS, HEAVILY SHELLED

Teutons Renew Efforts in Apremont Forest, Where U. 5.
~ Forces Take Prisoners—Engish Score¢ Advance -
in the Region of Givnchy.

-

the battle lines.
‘> Simultaneously, American help

] Indicitions that the German drive in the Armentieres region
- ¥ losing some of its force are contained in today’s official news from

is counting strongly in the hold-

ing of the long Franco-Belgian front at other points, notably in the
segion east of St. Mihiel, $here American troops have agaif given a
splendid account of themselves in hard fighting in Apremont forest.
" The Germans last night returned to the attack on the French
positions in Brule wood, in the Apremont region, where French and
Anferican troops yesterday repulsed a Gérman thrust. The Ameri-
cans onice more displayed a vigorous resistance and in conjunction

~with the French beat off the Germans, throwing them out by a|
pounter attack from the one point where an enemy footing was

obtained.

% e

#topped the attempt

- 7

- the Messines ridge

i GERMANS DRIVING FOR BAILEUL.
| “J@the Flanders fighting the Germans apparently are making
their strongest effort-in their drive for Baileul, the jmportant rai

[he heaviest fighting last night in this region seems to
2 in the' Neuve Eglise-Wulverghem sector, between Baileul
: the Germans directing their thrust here instead-of
“below Bailleul and southwest of it, as was indicated yes-
This engagement was still in progress at a late hour last

the British successes were of a'positive nature. They
of the Germans to advance west of Merville,

shere the railway base of Hazebrouck is the objective, repulsing an

gnemy attack. Likewise, they held up the enemy in his southwest-
% push for Bethune, checking him at Locon, three miles north
pf

where two heavy attacks were beaten off.

SOUTHERN ANCHORAGE STRONGLY HELD.
Meanwhile, the*southerly anchorage of the British line was be-
Ing strongly held just to the north of Givenchy, where the British
-@ot only maintained themselves, but advanced their lines slightly
« mear Festubert, charging an important enemy post.
_ Allied successes were also scored on the Somme battle front, the
: French and British in a united attack near the River Luce, south-

»

@ast of Amiens, where ‘their lines

join, driving the Germans com-

rtdy otit of the village of Hangard, which had been penetrated in

, | German attack during the day,_

_*~ Part of the city of Rheims, close to the battle line, which has
-‘h:nndet a German “reprisal” bombardi ent, is in flames, the Paris
war office announces today. The French are working under heavy

. ghellfire to limit the burning area.
* LONDON, April 183.—There was heavy
#giiting last evening near Nenve Eglise

s still in progress at a late hour last
hight. }

The Germans made an attack fast
pight west of Mervilla on the northern
$attle front and were repulsed, the war
$ffice announeces,

Strong enemy forees lannched an at-
fack easly last night east of Locon and
Pueespded in entering the British lines
#4 certain points, but was ejected by a
pounter attack. A second attack at-

Y z

pisce was beaten off.

" In the sector south of the Somme
$ritish and French troops by counter at-
@mcks drove out the Germans from

rl. which they penetrated yester-

1)
& ' Text of Official Report.
The statement follows:
“Heavy fSghting developed yesterday
‘gweiiag in the neighborhood of Neuve
~ Rgiise and Wulyerghem and at a late
Sour isst night was still continuing.
We advapced our lines slightly In the
- fwighborhood of Festubert and secured
& fow prisoners. i
““Early in the night a stronl hostile
M preceded by a heavy bombard-
meat was launched against our ‘posi-
sast of Locon. The enethy suc-
in emtering our lines at certain
‘But was driven out sgain by a
r attagk and = second attack at-
By ths emamy lster in the

PARIS, April 13—The Germans last
night renewed their sttacks upon the
French positions in Brule wood, in the
forest of Apremont. American troops
in this sector in conjunetion with the
French, says today’s official statement,
bhave combated with vigor and broken
the majority of the enemy attmeks. At
one point where the enemy obtained a
footing he was threwn out by a eounter
attack.

The eity of Rheims is in flames. The
French are attempting to limit the burn-
wg ares, working under a heavy bom-
bardment.

On the Somme battle front the entire
village of Hangard and the adjoining
cemetery have ‘been regained from the
-Germans. 3

Text of Offjcial Beport.

The statement follows:

“Counter attacks delivered during the
night by Pnncll_ troope in the reglon
of Hangard-en-Santerre resulted in the
j enemy being thrown back completely.
The French again “old the entirs vil-
lage as well as the ¢ metery. The Ger-
mans suffered lossss without obtaining
any result and also left in our hands
seventy, prisoners, of whom three are
vt ; 4

s ery fighting continues
lence in this reglni. e A

“Between Montdidier and Noyon theare
Was an active bombardment, together
with unususally eat rlrnllln[ activ=-
ity. The French took ten prisoners
north of Orvillers-Sorel. Between the
llio‘t&e :.‘udbtho Alme Gi
repuls Y. the French fire. 'The
Frenoch took prisonera in sect
£t. Hilaire and Do s s

*

Continue to SHell Rheims,

eo'nﬂmn-to.

. Nowhers
trated the
3 “had
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FIRST U. S. FLIERS
TO WIN NEW “D.S.C.”
OF AMERICAN ARMY

PARIS, April 13.—James Nor-
man Hall, eaptain of an aviation
section, and FPaul Frank Baer, a
liemtenant, are the first American
avintots to win the distinguished
serviee crosa of the American
Army. =

Capt. Hall, leading a patrol,
attacked a group of five German
machines, destroyed one and
forced down two others.

Lient. Baer ntiacked single-
handed a group of seven planes
and destroyed one mear Rheims.
On another occasion ke attacked
two two-seaters, ome of which
fell in finmen.

Capt. Hall's homve is in Col-
fax, lowa, and Lieut. Baer's in
Mobile, Ala.

 RALLY OF BRTIH

“No Cause for Extreme De-
pression,” 1s Opinion of Lo-
cal Strategists.

SUPREME EFFORT NOW ON

Realizing fully, as Gen. Halg stated,
#hat this 1s & “critial moment" for the

alljpd cpuse, officers in Washington

no cause for ‘extreme deprea-
er the progress of (ermany's
5 te thrust at the British forces
‘in France.

While Gen. Hsig's statement gives
the impression of a critical stage In the
allied defense, they say, it bears evi-
dence of a rallying cry to British
forces, which may mark a supreme af-
fort resulting in throwing back the sec-
ond tremendous drive the Germans
since they ‘tlrted their tr.;ﬂng offen-

ve.:

sl

. Though fighting for the last twenty-four
houra was marked by German advances
at some points, these been dis-
pounted. The only strategic point galned
by the enemy was the obtaining of a
foothold on the Messines ridge, and re-
ports toward noon indicated that the Brit-
ish are resisting further incursions at that

point.

Ax one officer put it, **The most depress—
ing thing about the day's news is Gen.
Haig's statement,” and the reasons for
that statement in a crisis like that now
impending, though unknown here, prob-
ably are connected with the allied plans of
counter attack, officers think.

Army Moving Rapidly.

One phrase which might seem to in-
dicate a damaging admission of weak-
ness, to the effect that “The French
army is moving raPldly and in great
force to our support,’” does not neces-
earily mean, it was pointed out, that
France is sending reinforcements to
the present acene of English resistance,
but that she may be contemplating a
counter attack on a large scale, which
will divert German attentlion to an-
other quarter.

In this connection it was estimated
by one officer that the British now have
on French soil approximately 1,200,000
men, a number as great as the entire
force of the Germans now engaged on
the western front. The British total, of
course, includes green troops sent to
France since the spring drive began,
which sre of use in filling in on quiet
sectors.

Little credence was placed here in
the reports of a contemplated naval of-
fensive on the part of Germany. If this
“te her purposs, it points to German
weakness, soma offlcers belleve, be-
vause it long has been held here that
the only occasion upon which Germany
would rigsk her vessels amid the Brit-
ish protection in the North sea would
be when her forces had reached a stage
when reinforcements from England or
from the United States would induce
her to do so.

If Germany reached such a pass, it
was explained, she might be expected
to mend out fast cruisers in the hope
of waylaying transports bearing rein..l
forcements. Such a course would mean
ultimate loss of her vessels, either by
destruction or by their internment in a
neutral port if they sought  refuge
there.

Landing of Troops Unlikely.

Landing of German troops on French
or Belgian soil by use of naval vessels
is considered an impossible accomplish-
ment. z

To some officers Gen. Haig's statement
indicated that he had adopted one of
two courses. The first is that of a de-
termined stand where his troops now
are placed, and a resistance of any
further German advances at any cost.
Another was a counter offensive of his{
own, independent of the one on a larger
scale which is expected sooner or later
from the joint allled forces
region of the SBomme.

There are elements of-advantage In
the situation as & whole, it was pointed
| out, which are favorable to the aliles.
For one thing Germany has sustained
such “heavy losses and paid so heavily
for the gains she has madg both be-
fore Amiens and Armentle?:aa, that it
is belleved she iz practically without
freah troops on the western front at
the present time. Whole divisions have
been decimated and deleted, thrown to-
-r_gt.h.r and rushed back to the battle

ine, time and time again.

. Unless the bellef in the allied srmy
of reserve I8 groundless, the en
have a reserve of some 800,000 troops
with which to conduct their major]
counter offensive when ready. ThmlE
a large portion of these now are being
used along the lines for dpfensive pur-
poses, they heve been In lul!t sectors,
] 't-i';%. are belleved to be in good condi-

" ’
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PARIS RAID KILLS 24:
5 DEAD IN BRITAN

Strenger Defenses Effective in
Causing Hasty Action by
German Fliers.

MANY PERSONS 1INJURED

By the Associated Press.

PARIS, April 13.—Twenty-four per-
sons were killed and sixty-two injured
in Friday night's German air rald on

| Paris, according to the latest official in-

OFFICERS FORESEE |

formation.

Most of the bombs dropped during the
raid fell in one spot, striking a house.
It was evident the raiders found their
work much more difficulit under the
new system of aerial defenses, and
drqpped their bombs hastily.

It was a gtill, dark night of the eort
most favorable for an aerial attack
and a raid was generally expected. The
theaters were in the midst of their per-
formances when the sounding of sirens
and the noise of anti-airplane Euns
gave warning that the raiders wédre ap-
proaching. The crowda in the theatera
made their way to the cellars or to
other selters nearby, arrangements for
wich had been made in advance. In the
cellar of the Comedie Francalse, one of
the performers sang old French songs.

As on the gceasion of previous raids,
ambulances of the American Red Cross
were first on the scene.

i\
Shelhs- Again Reach Paris.

For the first time since the long dis-
tance hombardment of Paris, German
shells reached the Paris reglon after
sunset. A projectile struck somewhere
Fagr the city at 8:05 o'clock this even-
ng.

In the Paris district today two per-
sons were killed and twelve wounded
by the bombardment.

i Casualties in England.

LONDON, April 13.—Five, persons
were killed and fifteen others Injured In
the German air raid night on Eng-
land, according to an officlal annouhce-
ment made today.

The announcement reads:

“Four airships particlpated in Ilast
night's raid. Two of them penetrated
a Tew miles inland. Of the other-two,
one reached the Midlands and the other
nearly reached the northwest coast. The
raiders were traveling at a great helg
and showed no inclination to attempt
to penetrate defended areas.

“Moset of the bombs were dropped In
open country, and apart from the
demolition of four houses at one place,
the damage so far reported is incon-
siderable.

NEW DRAFTPLANIS
PASSED BY HOUSE

Basés Quota on Class 1 In-
stead of on Total
- Population.

The administration draft bill, which
makes the registration in class one the
basis for draft gquotas rather than the
total population, was passed by the
House today by a vote of 323 to 3. The
three who voted against it were Rep-
resentatives Burnett of Alabama, Hud-
dleston of Alabama and Gordon #f
Ohio. :

Detention Follows Hotel Robbery
and Shobdting of Five.

JAMAICA, N. Y., April 13—Four sol-
dlera from Camp Mills were locked up
at police headquarters here today after
a hotel cashier had been héld up and

-robbed and a woman and four men had

been shot at Hollis, Long Island. The
men, members of an infantry regiment,

ty-four years old, of Alderson, W. Va.;
William B. Harrison, twenty, of Center-
ville, Tenn.; Otis O. Walker, nineteen,
of Milburn, Okla.,, and Harry Cohen,
twenty, of Brooklyn. Walker is a ser-
geant. :

Four of the persona wounded were
members of an automoblle party which
followed & number of soldiers after the
hotel robbery. The sqldiera drew their
guns and opened fire at the pursuers,
who were shot through chest or hip.
They were removed to a hospital. Har-
ry Weber, a policeman, was shot and
seriously wounded while attempting to
round up the soldiers.

INFLUENCE “STRAPS” *
ATTACKED IN HOUSE

The War Department action In com-
missioning men of draft age, with po-
litical infiluence, after repeated assur-
ances had been given to Congresa that

Wt | were lost in wards 10 and 14, but the

said they wers Roy 8. Smithson, twen- |

¢

FORTY INSANE BOYS
BURN N OKLAROMA

Many in Panic Ran Back in
Elames at Norman State
\Institutipn.

ALL WARDS DESTROYED

NORMAN, Okla., April 13.—About forty
boys ranging in age from ten to fifteen
years, all patients at the Btate Hos-
pital for-the Insane here, were burned|
ta dexth early today I a fire of up-
Xkhown ofigin that completely destroy-
led thtés wards and the dining room of
the institution. i

Dr. Griffin said the greatest’' number
of deaths occurred in ward 15, where
}he children had little chance to es-
cape, because of the rapidity of the
flames and subsegquent panic. No lives

inmates were rescued with difficulty.

In the confusion some of the children
are sald to have run back into the
flames after they had been safely re-
moved from the burning building.

Dr. Griffin expressed the opinibn that
the fire, which was discovered shortl
aftar 3 o'clock this morning,
in the engineroom of the hospital.

The teachers in the ward buildings
attempted to marshsl the children to-
gether and march them out, but most
of them became unmanageable and
some tushed back into the flames. In
the rush for safety, children of the va-
ribus wards became confused, and
count of thome who had been taken
from the burning building was loat.

A roll call of the Inmates of the hos-
pital was soon under way in an effort
to learn how many were missing.

SEANTIR STONEIS WORSE

Unable to Move Left Arm or lLeg.
Temperature Is 101
' Degrees.

Senator Stone of Missouri, who suf-
fered a stroke of paralysis last Wednes-
day, became worse today, after spend-
ing a restless night, and is in a serious
condition, according to an announce-
ment today. He is unable to move his
left arm or leg, a statement issued by
his physicians sald, and his t'empgu-
ture registers 101 degrees.

- .THE MASTER
r  DETECTIVE
I By Thomas W. Hanshew !
' ‘kT"B Affair of the
Man “Whe Called
- Himself Hamiiton
Cleek” is the title of
the first episode of J
this mew series of fascinating
“crime stories.” :
is complete in Itself, yet the
whole forms a serial of unosual
interest. &
In this \series. Cleek,) “The

COMMONS REJECTS
PLEA TO RELIEVE

Omitting Clause From
Man-Power. Bill.

ASQUITH LINES UP

e

bminUpriar.

IRISH FROM DRAFT

Majority of 172 Votes Against

AN-GRAVE WAR CRISIS
Cravim Hot to Forve Comseription,

LONDON, April 13.—A proposal by
Irish nationalists to omit the conserip-

tion of Ireland clanse from the govern-
ment power bill was rejected by a ma-
jority of 178 in the house of commons
Iast might. The total vote shows that a
largé section of the house abstained
from voting.

The debate in the house yesterday and
last night was remarkable for the
speech of H. H. Asquith, the former pre-
mier, who, while strongly objeeting to
the conscription of Ireland, frankly de-
clined to take the responmsibility at the
moment the nation ia facing a grave
military erisis of pushing that opposi-

chief secretary for Ireland, made & brave
attempt to coneiliate the Irish mem-
bers. . The effort led to & strong alterea-
tion with the nationalists at the close of
the debate.

Oraven Not to Do It, Says Law.

The government spokesman- in the
house, Andrew Law, in a briet
speech winding up the discussion, con-
tended that the government had a moral
right in what they were doing and would
be craven not to do-it.

“We could not tell America she had the
right to conscript Irlshmen in the United
States while we had not the same right
at home™ he said. "“We Intend at the
earliest moment to introduce a bill which
we hope will give home rule, or, rather,
local government, to Ireland.” :

This statement brought & fresh u
g from -the Irish members

e nar Law went on: 3 =

“We shall'try to carry it through simul-

taneously with preparations fo

clause. It was carried by the government
this time by 281 to 116, a majority of 165.

Appeal for Assurance. ’

William Ad on behalf of the labor
party, . to the government to
give :a-clear assurance that conscription

‘mot operate until a generous meas-

unionist for Hull, who |
nationalists for attribut-,
to l.habnmwnmmt. said

out the man-power bill; thn.: h\:iln!i

d tive session.

WL HOUSE CLERSS
NEAR EPARTNENTS

Department of Lahor\ Wili In-
vade Potomac Park, But
Will Spare Trees.

PLANS ARE BEING DRAWN

A policy of erecting temporary hous-
ing facilities for the war workers of
each government department on gov-

Althgugh this probably will include
parts of Potomac Park, officials of the
housing buresu gave assurances today
that it would not be necessary to cut
down or destroy the stately trees that
adorn this and othes government prop-
erty in the downtown part of the city.
These officials are satisfled that there
will be ample open space.

structures.

Plans Are Being Drawn.
Architects are now busily engaged

atated at the housing bureau today that
the bureau will be ready to start work
as soon as the money is made available
by Congresa.

from various parts of the country who
have had experience in the planning of

- : peoplé are assisting the housing bu-
fmn to the extent of foreing a change| o0 % vt Ot detsits'tof tha
in the government. enry ‘E. Duke, |structureg to be byiit here.

The do !torifg will be built in units,
but the size of 'the units or the num-
ber each one will accommodate has not
been definitely de@ided on. An official
of the bureau said that the houses may
not present & fancy architectural ap-
pearance, but that every facility for
cgmtnl't and sanitation wiil be provid-
& ~

Congested conditions on all the atreet
car lines of the city is understood to
have been the chief factor considered
by the housing bureau in reaching the
conclusion to house the war workers
on government property near the de-
partments. Although the housing bill
which fs expected to pass the Senate
in a few days empowers the Depart-
ment of Labor to provide transporta-
tlon facilities as well as houses, offi-
cials of the department said today they
could not get new street cars at this
time if they wanted to.

Await Congreas’ Action.

The plans of the housing bureau for
‘Washington are progressing so that not
a moment will] be lost when Congress
makes the District's $10,000,000 appro-
priation in the housing bill available.
Meanwhile the room registration of-
fice of the District Council of Defense,
1321 New York avenue, will make a de-
termined effort to induce more Wash-
ingtonians to rent rooms in their homes
to the clerke who will come here be-
tween now and the completion of the
additional houging fadllities

Although the housing bill in its pres-
ent form provides that plans for the
structures must be submitted to the ap-
propriation committess of Congress be-
fore the money “authorized™ in the bill
will be “appropriated,” officials of the
housing bureau do not feel that this
will cause much delay. These officials
feel that Congress recognizes the great
neocessity of these houses in Washing-
ton. ‘

The BSenate committee on public
buildings and grounds teday began the
consideration of the $60,000,000 housing
bill, of which $10,000,000 is fo be used
in the District of Columbia, tn execu-
Realizing the need of
speedy action on this measure, in order
to relleve wer conditions, Senator
Swanson, chalrman of the committee,
#aid he would do all he could to get the
bill reported out today.

\
—-— o — i -

COTTON.DROPS $4 A BALE;
$15 FROM SEASON'S HIGH

NEW YORK, April” 13.—Ahother big

08t |1 ealk in thie cotton market occurred todsy, |BERIS

ernment land as near that deps g1 that it ke : ey

‘&8 possible has practically been dacided| - Rope Aveund -Jiis Weck.

én by the housing bureau of the De-|.. .4 gnout 1 o"t'ock this mers

partment of Labor. removel £ began its work
A-mmlm“l constructsd and

Union station plaza, it is understood,
also has been decided on for the loca-
tion of one or more of the temporary

on plans for the etructures, and it was

Big hotel men and college officials

structures to house large groups of

FREDERICK STATUE -
NO LONGER STANDS
AT WAR COLLEG

Kaiser’s Gift Removed From-
Pedestal Today and Placed
in Storage.

PRESIDENT IS UNDERSTOOD
TO HAVE SUGGESTED STEP

Retention of Image of “Father of
Prussian Militarism” Has Been
Cl}tle of erﬁum.'

The muchediscussed statue of Freds
erick the Great, . gift of the kaiser to
the Tnited States government in mem=
ory of his fighting sncestor, was re-
moved from its position on the terrace
in front of the War Collage today.

It is understood that orders for the
removal of the statue wers given Col
D. W. Ketcham, acting sacretary of
the college, by Acting Secretary Crow-
ell, at the suggestion of President Wil
sor. The work was done quietly and
without ostentation. About the grounds
were companies of engineers at drilla
and sentinals on guard duty. i

Had Charge of Removal.

The work was done under the
vision of Maj. G. P. Ahern,
of the War College, assisted .
John F, Conklin, Capt. Howard B. m
ards, adjutant, end ileut. B. B. Nor-
cross of Company E, all of the 24

lacement Regimaent,
neers.

that storms

might blow it down, whan first :
a holl'.l.ila‘;“l?hcm f.tb‘ back and
was with cemen e

For some time War Col
, it was learnsd, have nm
the statue would be damaged by Pa=
triotic. Americans. :

It was a'ithentically statsd that
eral months & stick of
was found unde= the coat tall of
statue. Discussions huve resalted in
Senate and in the Houss of :
tives as to the merits of allowing the
statue to remain while this coumiry
was at war with . The dis=
cussions were carried on
the country. In view of this fa
the fear of its demaged the

ident is

% few feet at the Jyear of the
One 2nd of & -Plda tope W3
about the head of and
heavy rope placed around the t, 80
that block -and tackle could be
hoist the statue from its pedestal.
When everything was ready the wond
was given and the “soldlers m
pull. The rope about the neck 1
its grasp, the statue was lifted from
its pedestal and the feet, toes forward
and turned upward, fanned the breess
and the statue was soon
the air., It was then securely braoced
and tied to tha.:-tnme and removed
to & cold and p corner in & stores
room of the War College. .
It was the second instance in th
history of the country that ths ‘I:
Department had ordered the removal .
a statue. The first was In the revolu-
tionary war, when the stitue of George "
IIT at New York was removed from its
pedestal and melted into bullets For
the present the statue of Frederick the.
Great will be kept at the War

May Never Be Replaced.
Many suggestions as to the dllpo-!_.
of the statue were made to the War
College. One was that a slit be made
in it for the reception of money for .
war work. such as the Red Cross, ¥. M{

C. A. or the Knights of Columbus, after
it had been pla in the center the
city. Other sug tions were tHAt it
be melted into bullets, as was the King
George statue, and sent back into the
German lines at the front. o

foundationa for statues
i doubtful,

:

at the War College. It is
according to infoxmation recel
whether the statue will ever return te
its original pedestal, the information
being given that there will be a suff-
‘cient number of American heroes to -
whom statues will be erected to fill up
the vacant places. -

JURORS 70 STAY AT HOME
TO AID FOOD PRODUCTION

'CHARRESTON, W. Va., April 13—
Gov. John J. Cornwell has written &
letter to «ach of the cireuit judges in
West Virginis calling on them to dis-
pense Wwith jurlgz during the spring
terms of eoturt in the interest of food

produotion.
“Last spring,” says the govermor im
the letters, & copy of which was made
public today, “most of the § in
this state dispenses with the juries at
the spring term because of shortage
of farm labor, and consequent interfer-
ence with planting. .

' »The situation is much more serious
now than last year from every poimt
of view. I hope that your court-calen-
dar is in such shape that you can

sue that plan during the ap

tgrm. -

PHILIPS’ WITHDRAWAL
NO SURPRISE TO FRIENDS:

AMSTERDAM, April 12—The tempo=
rary withdrawal from office of m.'
Philips, Dutch minister to the United
States, was not a surprise to his intimsate
friends, according to The Hague Vader-

Y
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